


Another room of importance is the Billiard’s
room (now named as the Oak Room) with its
French style chimney place, with putti hold-
ing armorial cortouche by William Firth. Both
the Red Room and Green Room had fine silk
that was removed in the 90's and was re-
cently found discarded; large quantities
have been cleaned and restored for future
use.

Only a few items remain from the Georgian
house that were used in the new Hall. These
include Georgian fireplaces and very fine
oriental screens by Owen Jones ¢ 1872 which
can now be found on the first floor in the
Peacock Lounge and Langford 7 meeting
room.

In 1908 Eynsham Hall boasted its own water
works, gas plant, electricity station and pri-
vate telephone links to all parts of the estate.

Eynsham Hall was a family home between
1908 and 1914 but with the onset of World
War One, like many great houses of the day,
the house was used to assist in the war effort.

Eynsham Hall was first used by Barclays Bank,
the Air Ministry, and as a maternity hospital.
From 1946, for 35 years, it was a District Police
Training Centre and provided basic training
over a period of 12 weeks to Police Consta-
ble recruits. Even today many ex-police-
men return for a nostalgic visit.

In 1981 the Hall became a conference and
training centre and although the top floor
has been altered, the major rooms on the
other floors remain unchanged and nearly all
the original features remain.

Between 1988 and 1993 the Court and
Lodge accommodation blocks were built

within the original walled gardens.

In April 2005 the lease was acquired by the
Cathedral Group and since then there has
been significant investment in the Hall and
the grounds.

Car parking areas were removed from the
forecourt which detracted from the splen-
dour of this great Grade Il listed mansion.
With a ‘gravel style’ surface, the forecourt is
very much as it would have been in 1908.
Substantial work to the grounds and gardens
make this an idyllic setting for whatever the
occasion.

Additionally the main enfrance hall has been
completely refurbished. The bar, previously
on the first floor, is now located in the original
‘Gun Room’ and has itself won a prestigious
design award for interior design.

In it's three centuries, Eynsham Hall has seen
many changes and a series of varied occu-
pants. We have exciting development plans
including returning the first floor rooms to
bedrooms and building a new East Wing with
the intention of enhancing the historical fea-
tures of this great building for future genera-
tions to enjoy.



